W H AT ’ S I N A N A M E ?
The origins of the names of streets in Brundall
If you would like to contribute any factual information to this list please contact us:
enquiries@brundallvillagehistory.org.uk

Researched and compi led by Barbara Ayers & Chloe Veale

Street
Name

History

Barn Terrace

Originally this was a barn constructed in the 18th century and one of several agricultural buildings
connected with The Maples next door. It was said to be the largest barn in Norfolk at the time it was
converted to houses. This was probably in 1889 when Mathew Bane Stockings, a Norwich grocer and tea
merchant, bought and improved the property. A third storey and thatched roof were destroyed by fire in
1946. The terrace was once also known as Barn Row.

Beech Way

The Finch Way housing estate was built in on the grounds of Brundall House where many fine and ancient trees once stood. Many trees
were carefully preserved when Finch Way was built but only a few have survived. See Finch Way and Cedar Way.

Bells Loke

Bell Boats was founded by Gordon Bell who purchased Riverscourt, and surrounding land extending down to the River Yare, from the
Goodall family in 1945. The boat construction and hire business continued under the control of Vic Bell.

Berryfields

Originally land owned by the Brundall House estate, then Read’s nurseries, in the early 1970s it was taken over by R & J.M. Place of
Tunstead for growing raspberries and strawberries. Building development started here in 1978 by Wilcons Homes which was completed in
1984.

Beverley
Road

In 1881 Dr Michael Beverley (1841-1930), a surgeon and chairman of the Norfolk and Norwich Hospital board of management, purchased
76 acres of land at the western end of Brundall. A keen botanist, he created his private arboretum and wild life haven ‘On the Banks of
the Yare’. They were later re-named Brundall Gardens when the new owner opened them to the public in the 1920s.
The modern housing development here was designed by architects Furze & Hayden of Norwich in 1965. See Holmesdale Road.

Blakes Lane

Lord Robert Blake of Braydeston (1916-2003), who lived at Riverview House, situated between this lane and Station Road, was a
distinguished Oxford don and historian whose best known work was a biography of Disraeli.

Blofield Road

This is simply the main route from Brundall to the village of Blofield.

Brandon
Court

George Spalding was landlord of The White Horse public house and hotel from 1959 to 1976; his parents had run the pub since 1916.
It stood on the corner of Blofield Road and The Street until it was demolished in 2001.
George purchased a parcel of land behind the pub from the Meire family of Verne House (now a care home at the top of Blofield Road)
and grew Christmas trees there. Spalding eventually sold the plot for housing development and his mother’s maiden name Brandon was
given to the new road when it was completed in 1974.

Braydeston
Avenue

Although two villages at one time, the civil parishes of Brundall and Braydeston merged some time before 1891.
The geographical boundary between the two is tortuous and seemingly illogical.
Although we can speculate, the actual reason for Braydeston Church being in such an isolated location is not known.
This road was called Station Avenue at some time before the present Station Road was developed as the main thoroughfare to the
railway. See Station Road.

Braydeston
Crescent

This housing development, which continues around the corner and along the The Street, was built by Hackett Builders Ltd between 1963
and 1966. It stands on the site of a smallholding which belonged to George Smith and his family. There was a fruit orchard along the
boundary with Highfield Avenue which was cleared away for houses. See Highfield Avenue.

Brecklands
Road

The end of this cul-de-sac overlooks farmland, quite different in character to the gorse covered sandy heaths of the Breckland area of
south western Norfolk. Before the 36 bungalows were built in 1965-1966 by Garden Link Homes of Norwich, the land had been used for
rose cultivation. The developer marketed the homes to families relocating from the London suburbs, especially first-time buyers.

Brigham
Close

This cul-de-sac off St Laurence Avenue was named after Arthur Brigham, a JP, parish councillor and railwayman.
His family still lives in the village today. See St Clement’s Way.

Brundall
Road

This is simply the main route from the village of Blofield towards Brundall.

Cedar Way

Chancel
Close

The Finch Way housing estate was built in on the grounds of Brundall House where many fine and
ancient trees once stood.
Many trees were carefully preserved when Finch Way was built but only a few have survived,
such as this London Plane. See Beech Way and Finch Way.

Probably named due to the close proximity of St Laurence churchyard, as many gardens of houses on one side have a pleasant view of it.
During the 1960s and early 1970s, detached houses here were built on individual plots for different buyers and designed to each of the
new owner’s customised instructions. The land was originally part of an orchard on the Brundall Gardens estate.

Church Lane

This is an ancient pathway running beside St Laurence Church down to the River Yare.

Close, The

The Close housing development was built on the site of an old house and garden called The Lodge.
Designed by architects Furze & Hayden, it won a Civic Trust award in 1962 which is commemorated by
a plaque on a side wall seen from St Laurence Avenue.
As it comprised fifteen dwellings enclosing a central open square, with car-parking, garages and
community living in mind, ‘The Close’ was selected as an appropriate name.

Coigncroft,
The

One explanation for this name is that it is Anglo-Saxon for ‘elevated settlement’. These houses were built in 1977 by Norfolk Garden
Estates of Norwich when integrated garages had become a new fashionable selling point.

Cooper Row

John Cooper lived in a Boulton & Paul constructed bungalow (now demolished) in Strumpshaw Road.
A marsh man and wild-fowler, he was also a craftsman and artist who built his own punt. His daughter, who still lives in Brundall,
attended the dedication of the new road named after him in The Pastures.

Cricket Field
View

This little cul-de-sac of houses was constructed between 1990 and 1992 on a plot
opposite Vauxhall Cricket Club ground. The club had opened on Strumpshaw Road
in 1971 but after merging with the Mallards Cricket Club in 1981 it was re-named
Vauxhall Mallards Cricket Club.
The field was replaced by The Mallards housing estate built by Kier in 2017.
Before the houses were built, this was the site of Orford dairies, established in 1951.
See Mallard Close and Willow Close.

Cucumber
Lane

Read’s Nurseries operated on several acres of land here from about 1881 to 1950 when the last proprietor, Horace Postle Read,
died and the land was sold for development. The site, purchased from the Brundall House estate, included most of the west side
of Cucumber Lane and some of, what is now, Berryfields. Rows of horticultural greenhouses cultivated cucumbers, tomatoes,
melons and grapevines but flowers, particularly chrysanthemums, tulips, narcissi
and irises became later specialities.
Horace Read lived with his family at Deal Cottage on Cucumber Lane
(possibly where Dial House is now). Rose Cottage further along, built by his father
in 1891, still exists but was re-named Lavender Cottage by a later owner around
1979. Bellenden bungalow was built in 1925 on Read land on the corner of St
Laurence Avenue for Horace’s son and his wife.
The nurseries closed and the land was sold after 1950 when Horace died.
The Springdale Road and Springdale Crescent council housing estate, Springdale
residential home and privately developed Beverley Road estate were all built on
the extensive nursery site during the mid 1960s.
For a short while during the middle years of the 20th century the lane was
also called Brundall Lane but the parish council officially reverted it back
to Cucumber Lane in 1965.

Dales, The

This steep road leading down to Bell’s Marina in the river valley can hardly be compared to the Derbyshire or Yorkshire Dales! It was
mainly developed after Brundall Primary School was built 1968-1969 on land purchased from the Bell family. Further road improvements
took place to accommodate the Brundall Medical Centre (opened 1979) and the Oakdale Road housing development (1984-1987), also
built on Bell land purchased by Wilcon Homes. See Oakdale Road and Oakhill.

Deacon Road

In 1927 Dr George Edward Deacon (1863-1958) retired to Deacon House, Blofield Road Braydeston, after a distinguished medical career at
the Norfolk & Norwich Hospital (and other influential posts to help people access insurance to medical services). His private interest in
plants and entomology led him to study pests and diseases affecting roses. He became a prominent member of the National Rose Society
and in 1926 Henry Morse & Sons named a new rose “Dr Edward Deacon” after him. He was a friend of Ted Ellis, the well known Norfolk
naturalist, and the doctor jointly owned the first ever privately owned motor cycle in Norfolk.

Deepdale

Simply named after the location of this street within the river valley. See The Dales.

Dian Road

Harold Jermy, who built some of the homes in this little cul-de-sac off East Avenue in 1947, named the road after his
daughter Shirley, whose second name was Diane.

East Avenue

Although following a northward direction, this long cul-de-sac is parallel and lies due east of Blofield Road.
The 1928 OS map shows there were only one or two houses on this road at that time. Then East Avenue was a country track which
conveniently ran past the back garden gates of the big houses in Blofield Road and led to the Lackford Run and footpaths to Braydeston
Church or Strumpshaw. More houses were built after WWII on the right side of the road. The houses on the left side were built on
parcels of garden ends sold off by some of the Blofield Road house owners taking advantage of the development boom in the 1960s and
1970s. Further developments of this kind have continued ever since.

Finch Way

Brundall House was a stately home built between 1815 and 1820 for Elisha de Hague, a Norwich Town Clerk and attorney.
It was the most important house in the parish and its grounds stretched from the River Yare in
the south to Cucumber Lane, Berryfields and the Yarmouth Road to the north.
Herbert King Finch, a civil engineer (1870-1948), purchased Brundall House in 1925 and lived
there until at least 1939 when it came under military occupation for WWII operations.
The house was sold in 1947 and demolished for housing development in 1969.
The Mercia Foundation Housing Society Ltd completed the new estate in 1970, comprising 82
terraced and semi-detached houses on 9 acres of ground, and named it after its earlier
distinguished owner.
The side roads on the estate are named after some of the fine ancient trees which once stood
around the park grounds. Many trees were carefully preserved when Finch Way built but only
a few have survived. See Beech Way, Cedar Way and Oakhill.

Firtree Close

This mid 1980s cul-de-sac development was built on land which originally
belonged to Field House which still stands on the corner adjoining Cucumber Lane.
Two magnificent fir trees can be seen towering in the front garden alongside the
current owner’s superb topiary display. See Greenacre Close.
The modern houses built in the 1980s alongside this old house in Cucumber Lane
have been sensitively designed to the same shape and proportions.

Foster Close

This close off Beverley Road is named after Rev Lambert Blackwell Foster, a Brundall landowner who lived in Brundall House from 1826
to 1851 and whose family established a leading Norwich legal firm.

Golf Links
Road

This little lane which runs from Highfield Avenue to The Westfield Mission is a reminder that Brundall once had a golf course.
Brundall & District Golf Club was established in 1904 but closed in 1915 due to lack of support during WW1.
The Golf House, a private dwelling next to the Mission, was built on the site of the original golf club house constructed by Boulton & Paul
of Norwich.

Gray Close

This close on the Pastures estate was named after Dr Ian Gray, Brundall’s only doctor when he came to Bradesfield, his home and surgery,
in Blofield Road in 1953. In 1980 he moved to the new Brundall Health Centre and was one of a team of four doctors by the time he
retired in 1985. See Varvel Close.

Greenacre
Close

Norfolk born Albert Edward Greenacre BEM (1891-1976) retired to Brundall after a long and distinguished career in the Metropolitan
Police. He retired to Field House, Cucumber Lane together with his wife and three surviving children. He kept various animals there,
including pigs, and his son cultivated a market garden specialising in lettuces. He was well known in the village and very active in local
affairs, especially as a parish councillor from 1949-1965. See Fir Tree Close.

Grovebury
Close

Source not recorded.

Highfield
Avenue

According to local memory, Highfield Avenue was a “very rutted,
unmade, tree-lined road, very muddy in winter, dusty in summer”
until the mid 1960s. Its name reflects the steep inclination of the
road down to the junction with Blofield Road as well as the fact that
there were cultivated fields on both sides of the road as far as the eye
could see up to that time. Morse’s roses were grown on these fields
from 1924. See Westfield Road.

Holmesdale
Road

Frederick Holmes Cooper (1866-1939) commissioned the building of the bungalows on the southern side of the road in the 1920s. They
were marketed to people who could easily commute to work in Norwich from the Brundall Gardens railway halt which had opened in
1924 due to Cooper’s enterprise. Cooper was a cinema magnate who purchased Brundall Gardens in 1917 and turned them into a
popular tourist attraction. The other side of the road had no houses at all at that time because it formed the lower end of Read’s
Nurseries. Occasionally Horace Read sold off plots to individual house builders but after his death in 1950, the whole length of the road
became available for new-builds. See Beverley Road, Laurel Drive and West End Avenue.

Lackford
Close

Lackford Run is a dyke that flows through Brundall from Strumpshaw in the east and where it crosses Blofield Road it forms the
boundary between Brundall and Blofield.

Lake View
Drive

From the recently built houses in this drive there are spectacular views over the Brundall Gardens lakes. See Redcliffe Way.

Laurel Drive

The name was probably inspired by the quick growing evergreen used in hedging. At a time when Brundall was not yet on mains water,
Frederick Holmes Cooper, the owner of the Brundall Gardens estate, organised his own water supplies to the houses he was building in
West End Avenue and Holmesdale Road in 1923-1924. He completed the water tower (possibly first started by Dr Beverley c.1900) which
contained machinery to pump water direct from the ground. By the 1950s the tower had become redundant and derelict but during the
1960s it was restored and fully converted into a modern family home.

Laurel Grove

Levine Close

Three houses were built here in 1988 on an orchard which previously belonged to by the owners of Hillcrest, on the opposite side
of The Street.

George Levine (1900-1979) was an art dealer and historian who wrote the booklet,
A Concise History of Brundall and Braydeston published in 1977, the result of 40 years of
local research. A parish councillor, he lived at The Gables, 52 The Street and was buried
in Braydeston Churchyard.
Levine Close was a later addition to the Springdale housing estate around 1978-1979.

Links Avenue

This is a reference to the golf links, once situated between where the Memorial Hall is now and Highfield Avenue (1904-1915).
Previously this road had been known as Longs Loke after Robert Long, a prosperous Lowestoft outfitter and draper who lived in The Lodge
with his wife and family. (This was a substantial house, later demolished to make way for The Close in St Laurence Avenue in the early
1960s.) He bequeathed Bankside, a bungalow at the bottom of this road, to his married daughter Susie Wood (nee Long) when he died in
1938. Despite being the main thoroughfare to Brundall Memorial Hall, constructed in 1948, The Links remained an earth and gravel road
until it was properly surfaced with tarmac in 1981. See Golf Links Road.

Longmeadow

The detached houses here were constructed by E A Lake of Lingwood from1968 on a green field site which had been purchased
from the Brundall Gardens estate.

Mallard Close

Mallard might have been chosen because of the outstanding river views this development offered its residents. However it refers to the
Vauxhall Mallards Cricket Club which Jim Biss founded in 1971. He moved with his wife to Hillside at No 1 Station New Road in 1970 and
purchased several plots of surrounding land. Building work on the “Broadlands” luxury housing development in Mallard Close by Ideal
Homes Anglia began in 1988. See Cricket Field View, Stanley Road and Willow Close.

Maurecourt
Drive

Maurecourt is the name of the small town in France which twinned with Brundall when the
Brundall Twinning Association was formed in 1980. They installed a village sign at the top of The
Dales in 1983.
The Pastures housing development, completed in 2014, was given its name by the marketing
department of Persimmon Homes. Although it was built on a green field site, it had been farmed
solely for the production of arable crops by the Mack family since the 1890s.

Meadow
View

The location of this development at the western end of Westfield Road provided the general rural theme, with just a narrow
opening on to the public footpath running along the edge of cultivated farmland. Initially marketed as “Meadow Valley” (!) it
was built by Beazer Homes (Anglia) Ltd of Norwich in 1994

Medeswell
Close

Medeswell is a village near Hemsby on the Norfolk coast but the reason this name was allocated here is unknown.

Morse Close

Henry Morse & Sons was a major rose growing business in Brundall from 1924 to 1965, when Ernest Morse died and the land
was sold. Their fields covered a large part of the east end of the village around Highfield Avenue. Many local people worked for them
and roses were distributed all over the country, making use of Brundall railway station. See Golf Links Road, Highfield Avenue,
Rosefields, Nurseries Avenue and Westfield Road.

Nurseries
Avenue

This is a reference to the local rose nurseries operated by Henry Morse & Sons 1924-1965. See Morse Close.
The houses in this street were developed and built in 1968 by T Gill & Sons of Norwich.

Oakdale
Road
Oakhill

Both Oakdale Road and Oakhill refer to the few trees that remain of what were the
Parish Boundary Oaks. 27 trees planted in about 1828 marked the boundary at
that time between the civil parishes of Brundall and Braydeston.
The Wilcon Homes housing development took place between 1984 and 1987
mainly on land previously owned by the Bell family, owners of the boat yard and
marina. However a wood near the top of Oakhill, which had been part of the
Brundall House grounds, was taken over by the Oakhill Trust in order to preserve it.
A wonderful collection of more recently planted oak trees can be enjoyed around
these roads.

Page Road

Frederick Page had a printing business in Norwich. He lived in Braydeston House from 1920 to 1930 and then moved to Braydescroft
on Strumpshaw Road. In their later years his daughters Fan and Lyla lived at 50 The Street.
See St Clement’s Way.

Parker Close

Ernest Albert Parker (1887-1958) was managing director of The Norvic Shoe Company. He lived at St Ninians, 2 Strumpshaw
Road and his wife remained there until she died in 1966.
The road to Postwick village and, in its heyday, the main access route to Brundall Gardens. Most of the houses along this road, between
Cucumber Lane and West End Avenue, have been built on parcels of land which originally belonged to the estate but were sold off at
different times to a number of private developers during the 20th century.

Postwick
Lane

Redcliffe Way

Around 1919 Frederick Holmes Cooper built Redclyffe House as his new home
in Brundall Gardens. Until 1933 he enjoyed family life and entertaining in this
grand three-story mansion with magnificent views over the lakes below. The
estate was sold in 1937 to new owners and again in 1968 but sadly Redclyffe
House was destroyed by fire later in1969. A new Redcliffe House (note different
spelling) was built on the same site in Lake View Drive by Alan and Linda Jones
in 2001. See Beverley Road, Holmesdale Road, Lake View Drive and West End
Avenue.

Riverdale
Court

The location of this development at the lower end of The Dales near the river has provided its name.

Roman Drive

Rose Walk

The area of Brundall Gardens is known to have been occupied in Roman times.
There have been archaeological finds to suggest this and there could even have
been a Roman boat building site and dock. See Beverley Road.

Any historical reason for this charming name at the lower end of the Finch Way development has not been recorded.

Rosefields

Springdale
Crescent
Springdale
Road

The three houses here were built on land that was part of the
Henry Morse & Sons Morse rose nursery, sold for development
after Ernest Morse died in 1965. See Morse Close,
Nurseries Avenue and Westfield Road

The name Springdale could be an interpretation of one possible meaning of the name
Brundall which is ‘the burn in the dell’.
The Springdale Road/Springdale Crescent council housing estate was built on the
extensive Read’s Nurseries site during the mid 1960s by Blofield & Flegg Rural District
Council. The authority employed its own in-house architect A J Blake RIBA to design this
attractively landscaped ‘garden village’ type scheme.
See Cucumber Lane.

St Anne’s
Close

Two houses were built on land belonging to the thatched house, St Anne’s, on the corner of St Michael’s Way making St Anne’s Close.
It is not known why the original house was called this.

St Clements
Way

Dating from the 12th century, St Clements Chapel was situated to the east of, what is now, Station Road behind Manor House.
It was associated with Braydeston Church. Already a ruin the chapel was demolished in 1820 by landowner Thomas Tuck but,
before this happened, fortunately John Deere made a drawing of it. There are many stories about human bones being found in that area.
The houses in St Clement’s Way, Brigham Close, Page Road and a section of St Laurence Avenue were developed by
Brundall Homes Ltd of London in 1968.

St Laurence
Avenue

St Laurence Avenue was going to be called Chamberlin Avenue after Rev Charles
Chamberlin, rector of Brundall Church from 1898 to 1940. When it was decided to name it
after the church instead, in 1961 a bench was installed at The Street end of the avenue
with a plaque in memory of Charles Chamberlin.
The development of houses and bungalows in this avenue was mainly carried out by
several different companies during the 1960s. A distinctive group of properties,
designed by Furze & Hayden of Norwich in 1963, was built on land which
originally belonged to the end of the very extensive garden at the Old Rectory on The Street.

St Michael’s
Way

This road is named after the patron saint of Braydeston Church which is the Church of St Michael & All Angels. A footpath leads from the
end of the road directly to the church. Although in an isolated location, the church is still in use.
The houses were designed by the Norwich firm of architects Feilden & Mawson and built in 1967, shortly after the new Rectory on The
Street on which they had also worked. Bernard Feilden became the head consultant architect at the University of East Anglia to complete
the work of his predecessor Denys Lasden.
Before the houses were built, the land had been owned the Gowing family of Braydeston Hall Farm. Shortly after the end of WWII,
smallholder Tom Stone purchased these seven acres for cows, chickens and crops.

Stanley Road

This refers to Stanley James Biss (1926-2005), known as Jim Biss, who owned the cricket ground on which The Mallards housing
development was built in 2017. See Willow Close, Mallard Close and Cricket Field View.

Station New
Road

A quiet off-shoot from Station Road running across to Strumpshaw Road, it is conveniently close to the Norwich trains through the
footpath. There have been a number of luxury housing developments in this road since Mallard Close was constructed in the late 1980s,
especially during the last twenty years.

Station Road

In the early 19th century this was known as Common Lane. It was renamed when it became the main traffic route to Brundall station.
See Braydeston Avenue

Street, The

This is a common name for the main thoroughfare of many English villages.

Varvel Close

Dr David Varvel (1941-2011) joined Dr Gray at the surgery at Bradesfield in Blofield Road in 1969 and moved to the new Medical Centre in
1980 retiring in 2006. He was a member of the Norfolk Accident Rescue Service committee. See Gray Close.

West End
Avenue

Being an ex-estate agent and an astute businessman,
Frederick Holmes-Cooper believed Brundall would make an excellent dormitory
village for Norwich and started developing his surplus land at the western end of
Brundall Gardens from 1922. The detached houses in West End Avenue were
designed by architects Messrs Edward Boardman & Son and went on sale in 1924.
Holmesdale Road was also developed at around this time. See also Laurel Road.

Westfield
Road

Henry Morse & Sons operated their first rose nursery premises at Westfield Nurseries at Eaton. Ernest and Frederick Morse set up
a second enterprise in Brundall in 1924, employing many local people. Their land covered a vast area on and beyond both sides
of Highfield Avenue to the east and west and it was all known collectively as the Westfield Nursery. Ernest’s office was attached to
his home at The Knoll in Highfield Avenue and he also founded the Westfield Mission on Golf Links Road.
The houses here were built by Garden Link Homes of Norwich from 1965 after Ernest Morse’s death and sale of the land.
See also Morse Close, Nurseries Avenue and Rosefields.

Willow Close

This is a reference to The Mallards housing development, built by Kier on the former cricket ground in Strumpshaw Road and opened in
2017. Cricket bats are traditionally made of willow. See Cricket Ground View, Mallard Close and Stanley Road.

Yare Valley
Rise

This luxury development, nestled within a steep dropping river valley below, was built by Carol Key Developments, Norwich in 1995.

2021
What’s Next?

Church Mead Norfolk Homes/Broom Boats Development
October 2020.
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